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now desired nothing but peace, which was necessary
for both Austria and France; and that he wanted
quietly to deyote the rest of his life to his people and
his family. This comforted Marie Louise, who began
to talk about Napoleon, of his kindness as a family
man, of his domestic excellence which made him a
model husband, and she persuaded M. de Floret to
promise to write this to Vienna. She herself sent her
father a letter, in which, after expressing her fears,
she invoked the ties of blood. " The Emperor said
to me," she wrote, "the Sovereign to whom I am
most strongly bound is your father. I am sure that
if he should let himself be led by his wife he would
regret the loss of my friendship." At this time
Marie Louise had a sincere affection for her husband,
and the idea that she might one day desert him never
occurred to her. She discharged her duties as Regent
like a good Frenchwoman, a good wife, and a good
mother.

Meanwhile, Napoleon delighted to be once more at
the head of his troops, plunged into his duties as
eonimander-in-chief, Never had he more ardently
loved war. The terrible lessons of the Russian cam-
paign had been completely thrown away upon him.
He was confident that his revenge would be most
brilliant, and fancied that though he might have had
to yield to the elements, men would never conquer
him. The victory he won at Liitzen, May 2,1813,
made him imagine that he would always be the mas-
ter of Europe. His soldiers, who were scarcely more